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THE PROGRESS OF POPERY. 


Iv seems to us abundantly plain that the impend- 
ing and paramount controversy of the age will be 
between Romanism and Proresrantism. ‘The 
supremacy of Tradition —the Priest— and the 
Church is the essence of the one; and the supre- 

-macy of Scripture, as the only rule of faith, lies at 
the root of the other, These two points are the 
poles of the increasing movement, and towards the 
one or the other every party and church anc cere- 
mony seems rushing to its place. 

It is at such a crisis that the friends of truth are 
called upon to use all the instrumentality which God 
in His Providence or by His Grace may put within 
their reach. ‘To be quiescent is theoretica//y to be 
neutral, but practically to be against the cause of 
Christ. He that is not with in this controversy is 
against. Indeed, it is scarcely possible to conceive 
that any one whose heart has been changed by the 
Spirit of God and charged with divine love can 
stand aloof, or remain an indifferent spectator, 
The glory of the perfect sacrifice and “ intrans- 
ferable” priesthood of Christ is menaced with 
eclipse — the purity and thereby the real power 
of the Church is obscured—the finality of (he Word 
of God as the rule of faita—the great doctrine of 
justification by faith alone in the righteousness of 
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the Lord Jesus Christ—the necessity of a new 
heart, through the operation of the Holy Spirit 
of God, are all called in question or superseded, by 
many of whom better things were to be expected. 
Forms are magnified beyond the principles of which 
they were meant to be the exponents; a mechanical 
is substituted for a spiritual worship ; the lives and 
exploits of fanatics are held up to our imitation ; 
the conventual institutions of the middle ages it is 
proposed to restore as the asyla of Christians, not- 
withstanding the records of authentic history, in 
which they are proved to have been the haunts of 
vice; and the Church of Rome—the mystery of 
iniquity—the the apostasy, is set forth inthe most 
fascinating colours as the grand “ideal” of a 
Christian church. 

While the Church is thus assailed within, the 
Priests of Rome are beleaguering the Church with- 
out, undermining the great principles of the Gospel 
as embodied in the Word of God, and cherished by 
thousands, and prosecuting, with too abundant suc- 
cess, her mission of superstition among the lowest 
and most unenlightened classes of our population. 
With a missionary staff of upwards of six hundred 
priests in England, and nearly one hundred in 
Scotland, and with hundreds of thousands of heathen 
in the country for whom there is no church or chapel 
accommodation in any section of the Church of 
Christ, it is to be expected that her progress will 
not be slow. Dr. Wiseman stated, at the opening 
of the Nottinghan Romish cathedral, that during 
the last six years they had built in England alone 
fifty new Roman churches and chapels, some of 
which, as at Birmingham, were cathedrals, and 
many of which are among the largest places of 
worship in the country. St. George’s Romish 
church, in Southwark, is the largest in London, 
with the exception of St. Paul's. During the same 
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period twelve Protestant clergymen have become 
Popish priests; nine communities of nuns have 
been established in England, and, according to the 
testimony of the Romish Prelate to whom we have 
referred, there are numbers studying at Oxford 
ready to join the Church of Rome. 

The deadly doctrines of the Romish Church— 
deadly in all their formulas and under every variety 
of disguise—the progress and to some extent the 
popularity to which they have attained, and the 
extensive ignorance of their real nature which pre- 
vails, especially among the lower and middle 
classes of society, render such publications as the 
present of the utmost possible importance. It will 
be our great design to promote the principles of 
the Reformation, and the grounds of their truth, 
their excellence, and their glory; to lead our 
readers not to the cisterns of earth but to the foun- 
tain of living waters, and under the blessing of 
God to strengthen their love of Protestant truth, 
and their antipathy to anti-Christian error. 

‘The ‘ Protestant’ has been undertaken not so 
much for the purpose of discussion, as for the col- 
lection and preservation of interesting facts con- 
nected with the present struggle between Protestant 
and Popish principles. 

Besides original papers, it will contain extracts 
from the proceedings of the local, provincial, and 
operative Auxiliaries of the Reformation Society : 
from important speeches at Reformation Meet- 
ings, and from new books and pamphlets on the 
Tractarian and Romish Controversies. 

It will also record the progress and proceedings 
of the Romish Church, especially in this country. 

Catholic in spirit and Protestant in principle, it 
will take its humble position in the service of the 
Lord, depending on his gracious blessing for suc» 
cess. 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


Tue state of this great national witness has been 
long truly perplexing, but rays of light and eman- 
cipation dawn upon her. ‘There is likely to be 
a disruption, or secession from her communion 
of those ministers, who, being Romanists in all but 
in name, despair of revolutionizing the Articles and 
Liturgy, and adjusting them to their ‘* Catholic ” 
taste. Mr. Ward collected all the floating heresies 
of the Tractarian school, and brought them to 
a focus in his notorious book called “The Ideal 
of a Christian Church.” Believing that this 
“ideal,” which is “actual” in the Church of 
Rome, cannot be developed in the Church of 
England owing to its “ Erastianism,” or connexion 
with the State, he seems to see no course clear but 
secession, in order to have that ecclesiastical free- 
dom which the State refuses. It has thus come 
to be an interesting fact, that the Church of Eng- 
land’s connexion with the State isher safety. The 
Tractarians say, ‘“‘ We want to recast the Church.” 
The State replies, ‘The Church is a stereotype— 
a fixture—and we, the other party in the original 
compact, refuse to give you the power of changing 
its doctrines, articles, or services.” Thus, the “ Eras- 
tian” element, as it is called, is the safety, under 
God, of the Church of England at this moment. 
It is‘intimated in no equivocal terms that these 
Romish divines will go out ina body. The only 
difficulty they seem to feel is what position they are 
to take up on their secession. It would appear from 
Mr. Oakley's letter that they have some scruples 
about joining the Romish party in England, owing 
to its prevailing politics and sympathy with the 
Repeal movement in Ireland; and on the other 
hand, they do not like the foreign Romanist 
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Churches from their necessarily un-English tone. 
It therefore remains now, if they can reconcile it 
to their “ Catholic views,” that they form them- 
selves into a distinct community, assuming some 
such name as “The Free Catholic Church,” or 
‘‘ Free Church of England.” But, whether they 
join the “Roman schism,” as Mr. Percival calls 
it, or constitute themselves into a distinct ecclesias- 
tical community, they will confer an inestimable 
blessing on the Church of England by leaving her 
to the enjoyment of her Protestant articles, noble 
liturgy, and fixed usages, undisturbed by the pre- 
sence and admixture of men whose writings too 
plainly demonstrate that though in the Church 
they are not of it. 


THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 


We are sure it will afford matter of high joy 
and abundant thankfulness to English churchmen, 
that their sister “Samaria” has all but fully re- 
covered from the shock she recently sustained. In 
almost every instance evangelical clergymen have 
been placed in the benefices, amounting to 
two hundred and upwards, which were vacated 
by the Secession; and many of these Churches, 
as in Glasgow for imstance,; are now more 
crowded than at any time during the last ten 
years. It is thus that the apparent weaken- 
ing of what Mr. Elliot calls “one of the great 
Protestant witnesses,” has been overruled for good. 
The Scotch clergy used to be strenuous supporters 
of the Reformation Society, and now that they 
are released from the unhappy disputes which rent 
their peace and absorbed their time, there is 
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abundant reason for believing, from facts submitted 
by the Scotch Secretary, that they will renew their 
efforts to aid our great work. It is time that all 
true Christians felt a deeper interest in the Refor- 
mation work than in any local, sectarian, or dis- 
a The time is short; souls are 
precious ; the powers of darkness are muster- 
ing their legions for the last conflict. Let us be 
found with our loins girt and our lamps burning, 
and always abounding in the work of the Lord. 


CONTINENTAL POPERY. 


Sin Curtine EB. Ssrru lately made some severe but 
merited strictures on the Romish Church in Exeter Hall, 
at a meeting of the London Missionary Society. On 
hearing these imputations the Romish Institute trans- 
mitted a Jetter to the Baronet, begging his avowal or dis- 
avowal of his statements, or his proofs. 

Sir Culling thus writes in reply, repeating his charges 
with greater precision as well as power. 


81k C. VU, @MITH TO MR, SMITH. 


“ Bedwell Park, Hatfield, 2d October, 1844. 

“Sin,—I beg to acknowledge your letter of yesterday, 
in whieh you inclose a minute of the Catholic Institute 
referring to extracts from a statement attributed to my- 
self at a recent mecting of the London Missionary So- 
ciety. You request to know if the extracts are correct, 
and if #0, my authority for the assertions. 

“ Tehall confine myself to informing you which of the 
statements, attributed to myself, were made by me. 
I make no reference to the phraseology attributed to 


me, 
“J did state that the Pope received recently from the 
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King of Naples sums amounting to above £10,000 for 
making a woman a saint. ‘The individual beatified was 
Maria Francesca delle Cinque Praghe di Gesu Cristo, 
Terziaria dell’ Ordine Alcantarino. 

«T stated that some priests (not in Italy, but at Gir- 
genti, in Sicily) exhibit a letter which they state to have 
been written by the devil to a monk. 

«J stated that the priests at Messina, in Sicily, pre- 
tended to have a letter which they said was written by 
the Virgin Mary in Paradise, accepting the patronage 
of that city. 

‘T stated that the Pope had received a large sum of 
money to say a single Mass for the Begum, the mother 
of Colonel Dyce Sombre. 

“J stated that an individual had been imprisoned in 
the Inquisition in 1843 for recommending his patients 
not to fast. 

«J stated that some students of the Propaganda had 
been severely punished this year for having Protestant 
books in their possession. 

“1 beg also to inform you that in commencing my 
statements I said ‘T shallstrive to avoid all exaggera- 
tion, and at first starting I say, from the bottom of my 

heart, to the Catholic nobility and gentry of this country 
‘ and Ireland, that if unintentionally 1 make any mistake 
I stand ready to be corrected.” I adhere to this de- 
claration.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
“Ounnine Harpuny Suivi. 


« James Smith, Hsq., Catholic Institute, 
14, Soho-square, London,” 


Not satisfied with this straightforward reply, the Insti- 
tute insists on authorities with semi-pontifical assump- 
tions, to which Sir Culling replies :— 


« Bedwell Parh, 9th October, 1844, 


“Sin,—I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 7th. 
My absence from home must account for a day's delay 
in answering it. 

« Aga general role 1 should admit that the onus of 
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f lies on the accuser. In the present case I could 
not reveal the evidence on which some of my statements 
are founded without exposing my informant to punish- 
ment. No person acquainted with the Roman States 
can be ignorant that any assistance afforded to persons 
aaa to the Roman Catholic Church, would involve 
the party in serious consequences. If the Committee 
hesitate to believe this fact, I will furnish them with 
proof of it ; if they believe it they will concur in the pro- 
priety of my not revealing the names of my informants, 
But I am happy to give any e/ue in my power to enable 
the Committee to obtain any evidence for themselves. 

* Sicily.—The letter of the devil is in a monastery at 
Girgenti. The letter of the Virgin Mary is placarded 
in print in the streets of Messina—the original being 
in some public building—one copy was in front of the 
Town-hall last May. There are Roman Catholie priests 
in both these places, with whom the Committee can 
easily put themselves in communication. 

“ Italy.—The beatification of Maria Francesca took 
place before the usual “ congregazione” at Rome. 
Members of that “‘ congregation” can give the Commit- 
tee the information they require. The Pope is stated 
to have received the money from the Begum at the same 
time (or nearly) with the picture presented by her or 
her family which is now in the Pope’s palace. It can 
be ascertained from the Cardinal Treasurer, or other 
proper officer, what money passed, and for what object, 
at that time. The three inquisitors resident in the 
Sant’ Uffizio, close to St. Peter’s, can corroborate my 
statement as to the imprisonment of a physician. If 
the administration of justice by that ecclesiastical court 
is conducted on such principles as to prevent the pro- 
duction of official documents, the blame must rest on 
the system of government and not on myself, who re- 

to expose my informants to penal consequences. 
The students of the ‘‘ Propaganda” were punished after 
the publication of the Pope’s encyclical letter of May 
last, directing the bishops to tear (evellere) unauthorised 
Bibles.and books from the hands of the faithful. The 
Cardinal, at the head of that institution, and the Fathers 
of the Society of Jesus, who administer its spiritual 
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affairs, can speak to the correctness of my statement.— 
Tam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
“Cutting Barpiey SMITH. 


“Jas. Smith, Esq.” 


To this there is returned a long reply, acknowledging 
abuses—and these under the eye of his Holiness—for- 
getting the while that Romish attacks on Protestantism 
are made invariably on its abuses. They say the £10,000 
were necessary expenses. Sir Culling did not say more. 
He thought them heavy ; and probably Romanists will 
not blame our Protestant Ecclesiastical Courts very 
openly after this admission. 

The Institute justifies the punishment of the students 
for opening heretical books. 


PROTESTANT CONTROVERSY. 

Arrur the very satisfactory termination of the dis- 
cussion between the Rev. T. Sisk, of St. Mary’s Romish 
Chapel, Chelsea, and the Rev. John Cumming, the 
Priest addressed a letter to the local newspaper, further 
explanatory of his views, and impugning Protestant 
Christianity. 

His letter is as follows :— 


« To the Editor of the Kentish Independent. 


<¢ Srr,—I had prepared..a letter to you, in conse- 
quence of the lecture which Mr. Cumming addressed to 
the Protestants at Woolwich, in reply to my discourse; 
put, as I have no wish to weary you or your readers by 
occupying too much the columns of your journal, and 
have too little leisure to devote to any continuation of 
the controversy, I have abstained from trespassing on 
your kindness. For the fair and impartial manner in 
which you have acted towards us poor Catholics, who 
little expected it in such a county as Kent, you have, 
dear sir, my sincere acknowledgments. Relative to the 
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statements Mr. Cumming copiously makes as to the 
periods when he says our doetrines were introduced, 
giving councils, dates, &c., I regret I have to reply that 
he is grossly misinformed on the subject, and therefore 
has largely imposed upon the credulity of your readers. 
If you, or any inquiring individual, will take the trou- 
ble to read Venerable Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of 
England, he will find the truth to be as I stated it in 
my sermon. Venerable Bede, as all who know any- 
thing of history, are aware, lived in the 7th century. 
Our Lord did not appoint men to be writers, as Mr. 
Cumming insinuates, but preachers of the Gospel, 
and ministers of its Sacraments. Christ never com- 
manded what he taught to be written, nor wrote him- 
self. Since his time the greater part of mankind have 
never been able to read, and have known the Gospel 
by preaching only. I repeat what I asserted, that it is 
not the doctrine of the Catholic Church that Purgatory 
is a place where men are tortured by fire. Mr. Cum- 
ming may think this odd, and quote a passage out of 
the Council of Trent for his object, which is not to be 
found there. Butit is still more odd for others to pre- 
tend to know one’s religion better than you know it 
yourself. As to the Book of St. Bonaventure which he 
refers to, relative to our devotional practices, in honour 
of the Blessed Virgin, I beg to say that if it exists, it is 
avery rare composition; though I have been in Italy 
five years, I never saw it, nor, even heard of it, and fur- 
ther, I do not personally know a Catholic who has. St. 
Bonaventure has been dead 500 years, and the sale of 
eight or ten editions does not prove it to have been 
much-used. I never said it was or was not on the 
index. Mr. Cumming cannot but know that everything 
in the Scriptures is not interpreted literally, nor every- 
thing in the prayers used by Protestants, such as, in 
the Lord’s prayer, the words ‘‘ lead us not into tempta- 
tion ;” and in the Creed, ‘‘ he descended into hell ;’ 
“and sits on the right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty.” Again, are the words of our Saviour on the 
Cross, “‘my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me,” to be interpreted literally? Will Mr. Cumming 
say here, ‘‘ why write blasphemy, &c.” and mean the 
contrary? 
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©< Our doctrine, in fairness, ought to be judged of by 
our authorized public expositions, and our practice to 
be understood in the sense as we mean it, and in con- 
formity with our avowed declaration. I submit it is 
unfair to take extreme passages and out-of-the-way 
compositions as tests of our religious belief. The lan- 
uage of feeling and affection has always claimed a 
certain latitude among all nations and at all times, and 
considering too that the same terms and expressions 
have different meanings according to the occasions on 
which they are uttered, it is but just that we should 
have a reasonable allowance made to us, when once 
our object and meaning are manifest. As to Mr. Cum- 
ming’s observation on the subject of the Scriptures, I 
will simply say he was unfortunate in his quotation, 
«and Jacob worshipped leaning on the top of his 
staff,’ for the word leaning is not in the Scriptures, 
and is, therefore, adding to the word of God; in hike 
manner, we have the term “ unknown?’ added five 
times in one chapter of the Epistle to the Corinthians, 
and “ cannot contain” in place of “ do not contain ;” 
thus falsifying the Scriptures. If in Tobias an insigni- 
ficant-circumstance is recorded, it is no more conclusive 
against its reception than the account of St. Paul leav- 
ing his cloak at Troas, would be against a portion of 
the New Testament ;—and as St. Paul speaks appa- 
rently in doubt, saying, * I think I have the spirit of 
God,” and yet no objection is made to him, so we may 
act in regard to the Book of Maccabees. Itis not true 
that the book commends suicide, but only describes 
the occurrence which, as St Austin in his commentary 
says, it rather condemns than approves, by the manner 
in which the history is given, “ he thought to die 
nobly.” If a book giving an account of Jacob telling 
alie to Esau may be received, why not another. Let any 
one read the article on the Scriptures among the Thirty- 
nine Articles, and ascertain why one rule is laid down 
there for the recognition, as canonical, of books for the 
Old Testament, and another for those of the New Tes- 
tament. Why are the Revelations and the Epistle to 
the Hebrews left in the Canon, though they were 
« doubted of by the Church of God” for 5 or 600 
years? If “ common reception” was enough to war- 
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rant their admission, why was not the same “ common 
reception” enough also for books, under similar cir- 
cumstances, belonging to the Old Testament? But I 
fear I have allowed myself to enter more into this mat- 
ter than I had intended when I began. 

‘With my best thanks, I remain, dear Mr. Editor, 

* Your’s very truly, 
“THomas Sisk. 
*¢ Chelsea, 8th Nov. 1844.” 


To this letter Mr. Cumming sent the following reply, 
which shortly and simply disposes of Mr. Sisk’s argu- 
ments :— 


* To the Editor of the Kentish Independent. 


‘« Sir,—In reply to the letter of the Rev. Mr. Sisk, 
which appeared in the Independent of Nov. 16, I beg 
to express my gratification at the change of mind which 
it indicates on the part of the reverend gentleman. 
Your readers will recollect that in his address from the 
altar of the Roman Catholic Chapel, he declared that 
the proper place for such discussions was not the Town- 
hall; but the more consecrated ground of the Roman 
Catholic Chapel. He now, however, shews by his letter, 
that the columns of a political newspaper are sacred 
enough for his reply to my lecture. This shews that 
the reverend gentleman is making progress, and who 
knows that he will not yet end his days in the profes- 
sion of the Protestant faith? Mr. Sisk asserts, that I 
have ‘imposed upon the credulity of your readers,” ‘by 
giving false dates for the introduction of the grievous 
errors of the Roman Catholic Church. Will Mr. Sisk 
meet me in the Town-hall of Woolwich, and I will 
prove to him the accuracy of my assertions, and the 
correctness of the dates, which I now repeat for his 
edification? I have said that the equal authority of 
scripture and tradition was first publicly taught by the 
Council of Trent, session 4th, a.p. 1516. I said, and 
now repeat, that the Romish Canon of the Old esta- 
ment, which includes the Apocrypha, was first set forth 
with authority, by the same Council, same session, and 
the same year. ‘The compulsory celibacy of the clergy 
was first publicly enjoined in the first Council of Late- 
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ran, A.D. 1123. The Invocation of Saints was first 
authoritatively taught by the Council of Constantinople, 
a.p. 754. Papal Supremacy was first publicly asserted 
by the 4th Council of Lateran, a.p. 1215. Purgatory 
and Indulgences were first taught with authority by the 
so-called General Council of Florence, a-p. 1438. 
Transubstantiation was first publicly insisted on by the 
4th Council of Lateran, A.D. 1215. This doctrine is 
not authorised by Justin Martyr, a.p. 140, Trenzeus 
Origen, Cyprian, Augustin, Bernard, Bertram, nor by 
the venerable Bede, to whom Mr. Sisk refers. These 
are facts which I hereby call upon Mr. Sisk publicly to 
disprove. Mr. Sisk asserts, that Christ never com- 
manded what he taught to be written. If Mr. Sisk 
were as well acquainted with his bible as he is with his 
breviary, he would find it expressly asserted in John, 
co. xx. V. 31—“ But these are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ.” In Revelation, ¢. 1. 
y. 19, our Lord thus commands St. John, “ Write the 
things which thou hast seen.’ Mr. Sisk knows that 
Epistles are usually written not preached ; and, there- 
fore, that the Hpistles to the Romans, Corinthians, 
Ephesians, &c. were written. 1 need not surely tell 
Mr. Sisk that the Ist chapter of the Gospel of St. 
Luke, at the third verse, contains the following inspired 
words of the inspired penman—“ It seemed good to 
me also to write unto thee in order, most excellent 
Theophilus.” These passages are portions of scrip- 
ture; they that wrote them were inspired of God. 
Whatever, therefore, they wrote in these books they 
were inspired to write. If, also, Mr. Sisk believes that 
persons cannot be sufficiently instructed by written 
documents—what has tempted him to commit to writ- 
ing his present criticisms upon my lecture ? 

‘© On Purgatory, Mr. Sisk observes, “Tt iis not the 
doctrine of the Catholic Church, that Purgatory is a 
place where men are tortured by fire.” Now, Mr. Sisk 
is commanded expressly by the Council of Trent to im- 
struct his people in the catechism of the Council of 
Trent; and, in that catechism, which is of the greatest 
possible authority in the Church of Rome, he knows as 
well as I do, that part of its explanation on the fifth 
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article of the Apostles’ creed is as follows :—** Pree- 
terea est purgatorius ignis in quo prorum anime ad 
definitum tempus cruciate expiantur.” ‘ Besides there 
is a purgatorial fire in which the souls of the pious 
being tormented for a definite period make expiation.” 
Mr. Sisk also knows that the very text, which he him- 
self has publicly quoted, as proof of purgatory ; viz. 
Corinthians, c. iii. v. 12—16, contains the words— 
**He shall be saved so as by fire; and “ saved by 
fire,’ was urged by Mr. Sisk, as the proof of the ex- 
istence of purgatory. Mr. Sisk then asserts that 
** Bonaventure’s Psalter is a very rare book, and that 
the fact of ten or twelve editions having been published 
in twelve years, is no proof of its being much used,”’ 
My reverend friend knows quite well that Bonaventure 
is a canonized and beatified saint, and that his interces- 
sion is duly asked for by Mr. Sisk in the Roman missal 
on the day assigned to that saint, in these words: 
**O God, who didst give blessed Bonaventure to thy 
people for a minister of eternal salvation, grant, we 
beseech thee, that he who was the instructor of our 
life here on earth may become our intercessor in 
heaven.” Thus, once a year, Mr. Sisk recognises St. 
Bonaventure as ‘fan instructor upon earth;”’ and, 
therefore, his instructions, which contain the whole of 
the Book of Psalms, addressed expressly to the Virgin 
Mary, are sanctioned by the Church of Rome, and Mr. 
Sisk ought not to be ashamed of Bonaventure, unless 
he is ashamed of his Church. What Mr. Sisk saw in 
Italy, it is not for me to state; but this I affirm, and 
am ready to prove in the presence of Mr. Sisk, Mr. 
Colesy and all the Romanists of Woolwich, that this 
blasphemous Psalter is so popular in Rome, the head 
quarters of Romanism, that in eleven or twelve years 
it has run through ten successive editions, each of which 
has the signature of the ecclesiastical authorities; and 
so anxious is his Holiness, that it should be extensively 
used, that it is sold at the cheapest possible rate. I 
also beg to inform Mr. Sisk, that I have in my posses- 
sion the eighth edition of the Te Deum addressed to the 
Virgin Mary, in French, and published under the sanc- 
tion of the Archbishop of Paris, in the year 1842; and — 
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I engage to select a large portion of the Psalter of St. 
Bonaventure from Romish books of devotion published 
in English. But 1 am happy to find that Mr. Sisk is 
making so rapid a progress toward Protestant Christi- 
anity; for every time I meet him I find he is less a 
Romanist and more a Protestant. Witness his repudi- 
ation in his letter of a Cardinal and a canonized saint, 
whom in his missal he recognizes as an instructor, but 
whom in the Kentish Independent he rejects as a blas- 
phemer and idolater. Mr. Sisk observes, “ Mr. Cum- 
ming cannot but know that everything in the Scriptures 
is not interpreted literally,” Quite true; and I hope 
Mr. Sisk will apply this judicious remark to the words, 
« this is my body,” and thus take a step further toward 
Protestantism, by throwing transubstantiation after St. 
Bonaventure. But I hereby request Mr. Sisk to read 
the psalms of St. Bonaventure in the Town-hall of 
Woolwich, and interpret them in such a way as will 
prove they are not idolatrous. What may be the sense 
which Mr. Sisk means I cannot judge; but the words 
of his church, like the words of every other church, are 
to be understood in their common and obvious sense. 
Mr. Sisk quotes from our Bible these words, “ Jacob 
worshipped leaning on the top of. his staff,’ and also 
the expression ‘‘ unknown tongues,” as proofs that we 
Protestants falsify scriptures. If Mr. Sisk will look 
into the Protestant bible he will see that the words 
“Jeaning” and ‘‘unknown” are printed in italics, ex- 
pressly to denote that they are eapletives, not in the 
original Greek; and therefore Mr. Sisk has quoted two 
proofs of the scrupulous faithfulness of the Protestant 
translators. Mr. Sisk then remarks, —‘‘ If in Tobias 
an insignificant circumstance is recorded, it is no more 
conclusive against its reception than the report of St. 
Paul leaving his cloak at 'Troas would be against a por- 
tion of the New Testament.” In this Mr, Sisk obviously 
misunderstands or misstates my observations. I referred 
to a note in the Roman Catholic New Testament, in 
which it is alleged that our translation of the 21st verse 
of the 11th chapter of Hebrews, ‘‘Jeaning on the top 
of his staff’’ is incorrect, because itis “too minute to 
be worthy of being particularly taken notice of by the 
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Holy Ghost.” In contrast to this I referred to the 11th 

and 9th verse of the book of Tobias, where it 
is said, “ the dog shewed his joy by wagging his tail ;” 
on which text the Romish commentators observe, ‘* This 
may seem a very minute circumstance, but there are 
jots and tittles of the Word of God, that is to say, 
things that appear minute, but which have indeed a 
deep and mysterious meaning.” I argued from this 
comparison of words that if “a dog wagging his tail’ 
was a circumstance “‘ full of deep and mysterious mean- 
ing,” and worthy of being recorded in the Bible, surely 
the patriarch “ leaning on his staff” could not be less 
so. Mr. Sisk misapplies the expression of St. Paul, 
“ T think I have the spirit of God,” when he compares 
it with the closing statement of the author of the 2d 
Maccabees, which is as follows,—‘‘I also will here 
make an end of my narration, which if I have done 
well, and as it becometh the history, it is what 1 desire, 
but if not so perfectly, it must be pardoned me.” Paul 
refers to a circumstance unrevealed, the observance of 
which was indifferent. The author of the Maccabees 
speake of his whole narrative as imperfect, and requir- 
ing to be pardoned. Mr. Sisk says this book ‘‘ does 
not commend suicide ;” but so conscious is the reverend 
gentleman that it does commend suicide, that he mends 
the writer’s language in order to vindicate his orthodoxy, 
by quoting the text, “he thought to die nobly,” instead 
of the words iu his own version, ‘ choosing to die nobly 
rather than to fall into the hands of the wicked, and to 
suffer abuses unbecoming his noble birth.” The writer 
clearly calls suicide a ‘‘noble” death, and thereby re- 
commends the example for imitation. Mr. Sisk then 
states ‘‘that the Epistle to the Hebrews was doubted 
of by the Church for 600 years.” Does not Mr. Sisk 
perceive that in this remark he exposes the shame of 
his own church? Is she not infallible? Was she not 
always the guardian of the Scriptures? Yet so stupid 
was this infallible church—so blind and sleepy was this 
guardian—that for 600 years she had not discovered 
that the Epistle to the Hebrews was inspired. Yet 
Ignatius refers to it in the year 197 ; Polycarp quotes 
it in the year 108; Justin Martyr quotes it in the year 
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140 ; Clement of Alexandria in 194; Origen in 230; 
Athanasius, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, and in fact every 
father and writer of eminence quoted it as the inspired 
epistle of St. Paul; while the Church of Rome failed 
for 600 years to see it was a part of the Word of God. 
She, however, has long seen the Apocrypha to be in- 
spired. The reason of this is easy to understand. The 
Apocrypha furnishes texts for purgatory, while the 
Epistle to the Hebrews so thoroughly overthrows the 
doctrine of the mass, that the wonder is that the Church 
of Rome admits it to be inspired even now. Mr. Sisk 
thus concludes his letter: —‘“ 1 fear I have allowed my- 
self to enter more into this matter than I had intended 
when I began.” I must say that in this remark I fully 
coincide, and only hope that his next exhibition will be 
no less beneficial to the cause of Protestant Christianity. 
—I am, Sir, yours truly, 
« Joun CUMMING. 
« November 26, 1844.” 


TRACTARIANISM. 


The Tractarians do not get matters wholly their own 
way, their extravagances are awakening resistance, as 
will appear by the following extract :— 


«“ [tis stated that at the Bishop of Ely’s recent ordina- 
tion, a young disciple of Mr. Newman was at once dis- 
missed by his Lordship on his admitting that he inter- 
preted the Articles in the sense of No. 90. The Oxford 
list of select preachers contains the names of two or 
three at least who may be relied on for a firm and ample 
testimony against ‘* Romanizing propensities.” Yet 
amidst all this we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that 
a constant addition is going on, by the fresh ordinations, 
to the number of parochial ministers entertaining Trac- 
tarian or semi-Tractarian views. This is what Mr. 
Oakley means when he says ‘in his late letter, “ It is 


everything to gain time.’— Record, Dec. 5. 
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Mr. Ward thus glories in his shame, and defies punish- 
ment: — 


“Tt is now three years since I, a clergyman of the 
English Church, writing in my own name, published 
an opinion, ‘that the Articles were not directed against 
those who retained the old doctrines, so that they were 
willing to join in a protest against the shameful corrup- 
tions in existence, and qlso to give up the Pope ;’ that 
‘the Articles do not exclude’ the opinions which ‘ had 
existed in the Church for an indefinite period.” No 
argument had appeared, of any force, against these 
positions; and, what is more to the purpose, No CON- 
DEMNATION OF THEM BY ANY AUTHORITATIVE TRI- 
BUNAL. 

“ Three years have passed since I said plainly that 
in subscribing the Articles Irenounce no one Roman doc- 
trine ; yet I retain my fellowship, which I hold on the 
tenure of subscription, and have received no ecclesiasti- 
cal censure in any shape.’—Ward’s Ideal of a Chris- 
tian Church, p. 25. 


It will be seen, however, that it is one thing to boast 
in perspective, and another thing to do so in the presence 
of his superiors. We give Mr. Ward’s reply to a sum- 
mons to trial: — 


‘© Balliol College, Dec. 3. 

‘*Mr. Vice-Chancellor,—False impressions seem to 
have gone abroad as to what passed on Saturday when 
I appeared before you on the subject of a work entitled 
The Ideal of aChristian Church considered, §c., which 
bears*my name in its title-page; and as impressions 
equally false may possibly prevail in respect to the pro- 
ceedings of this day on the same subject, it seems the 
simple and right course to address you thus publicly at 
once. 

**T was summoned on Saturday, not as before a tri- 
bunal which claimed the power of authoritatively putting 
questions, but merely that I might have the opportunity, 
if I so wished, of disavowing certain opinions previously 
to the Hebdomadal Board proceeding further against 
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me. The questions I was asked accordingly were 
these: —1. Whether I wished to disavow the authorship 
of the above-mentioned work? 2. Whether I wished 
to disavow the sentiments contained in certain proposi- 
tions selected from it ?—which were then read to me. 
My answer was, that in a matter so important to myself 
I wished to take no step whatever without the advan- 
tage of consulting with my friends, and taking, if ne- 
cessary; legal advice ; accordingly I asked to postpone 
my answer until to-day. You replied that nothing 
could be more reasonable than such a request, and 
kindly suggested, that even a later day might be prefer- 
able; an offer, however, of which I did not wish to 
avail myself. 

«On appearing before you to-day I stated that, act- 
ing under legal advice, I must decline answering any 
questions whatever until I should know more definitely 
the course which it was intended to adopt against me. 

< From this statement it will appear, I think, that I 
have adopted no unworthy subterfuge, but rather pro- 
ceeded on the acknowledged principles of justice. When- 
ever I am authoritatively informed of the whole method 
of proceeding which it is intended to pursue against 
me, there shall be no want of perfect openness on my 
side also; but nothing surely could be more unreason- 
able than to expect that so long as strict secrecy 18 
preserved on that head, I should volunteer any state- 
ment, however unimportant, or make any admission 
however apparently insignificant. 

<¢ [ should not do justice to my own feelings if I did 
not conclude by expressing my strong sense of the 
courtesy with which I was treated on each occasion of 
appearing before you.—I remain, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 


your faithful servant, 
«W. G. Warp.” 
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CONVERSION OF SIX HUNDRED ROMAN 
CATHOLICS. 


The remarkable conversion of an entire commune, 
consisting of upwards of six hundred Roman Catholies, 
has been effected by the simple reading of the Serip- 
tures, circulated by the agents of the London Bible 
Society. The commune is called Villefavard, and is situ- 
atedin France. The conversion of such a multitude con- 
veys the highest panegyric on the labours of this admir- 
able Society, and is the best possible proof that the Bible, 
without note, comment, or even interpreter, overturns 
all the errors and pretensions of the Papacy. No won- 
der that the Pope should issue his condemnatory letter 
against the Bible Society when these are some of its 
cheering effects. We take the following account of 
the conversion from a letter of Mr. D. Pressenseé, 
published in the Bible Society’s Monthly Hatracts :— 

“ T have already spoken to you of the labours*of the 
Bible colporteurs in the department of Haute Vienne, 
(Limoges, ) and of the good effected by them in a com- 
mune consisting of six hundred and more Roman Ca- 
tholics, where the reading of the Scriptures has led 
the people to make enquiries after a religion more con- 
sonant with the truths of the Gospel. I have also 
already mentioned that the Popish clergy have done all 
in their power to stop this movement, and the active 
and strong manner in which they have been seconded 
by the authorities ; yet notwithstanding’ all this the 
perseverance on the part of the inhabitants of Villefa- 
vard (the name of the commune here spoken of) has 
triumphed over every obstacle. They have come to the 
happy conclusion—not by violently resisting the autho- 
rities and the priests, but by declaring as one man, for 
not a single individual among them manifested the 
smallest hesitation—that they were firmly resolved to 
embrace the Protestant evangelical religion. 

“On Sunday, the 7th September, the church—on which 
the seals had been placed by order of the Sub-Prefect, 
with a view to prevent the Gospel from being preached 
in it—was at length opened and given up to the inha- 
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bitants, whose property itis. The labours at this time 
carrying on in the fields kept many from attending; 
but atill the church itself was not only full, but there 
were as many as it held standing on the outside. Men- 
tion is made of 1280 persons from Villefavard and the 
neighbouring communes haying been present. During 
the two hours that the service lasted, the crowd in the 
church and outside remained stationary, attentive, and 
deeply affected. Three pastors officiated on the occa- 
sion. At the conclusion of this meeting many persons 
from the surrounding communes who had previously 
eutreated the minister recently established at Villefa- 
vard to visit them, and to converse with them on the 
Holy Scriptures, repeated their request afresh; and 
there is reason to hope that the spark which has thus 
fallen in the midst of the department may soon be kin- 
dled, and burn in all directions. 

“In the meantime,” writes the friend, from whom 
the above account has been obtained, ‘we behold a 
commune, consisting of more than 600 souls, passing 
over, with their Mayor, their Cure, (that is their for- 
mer Cure, converted to Protestantism, and become a 
teacher,) and their church, to the Protestant faith, or 
at least to the Protestant worship; and if all are not 
converted to the Lord, all will at least have in future an 
opportunity of hearing the Word of God. Even at 
present the reformation which has been effected in the 
commune of Villefavard manifests its influence upon 
those around them who are still Roman Catholics, by 


compelling their clergy to be less haughty and less ex- 
acting.” 


“Tan Cuurcu or Rome.—There are now throughout 
the world 147 Catholic archbishops, 584 bishops, 71 
vicars apostolical, 9 prefects, 3 apostolicals, and 3,267 
missionaries. The number of faithful may amount to 
200,000,000. In the course of the present century 


(from 1800 to 1842) 40 new episcopal sees had been 
created.” 
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OPERATIVE AUXILIARIES OF THE REFOR- 
MATION SOCIETY. 


EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. M. 
Woolwich Operative Auziliary. 

At the close of Mr. C.’s last lecture, which lasted 
two hours, not only the Protestants but some of the 
Romanists admitted that the Priest’s arguments were 
destroyed by those of Mr. C. At the conclusion of the 
lecture, Mr. D., the Romanist who held the discussions 
with Mr. B., retired into an adjoining room with the 
members of the Auxiliary, and joined in prayer and 

raise. He has asked for the loan of the Hammersmith 

iscussion, in order (as he says) that if he should come 
out he may have somewhat to answer. The young 
woman alJuded to in my last report, has been to the 
priest, and in his presence formally (and I hope fally) 
renounced Romanism. She has promised to present 
the members with several Romish books. The young 
man will, I hope, shortly follow her example. The 
Romanists, especially the heads of them, are quite 
alarmed : they see ‘that their craft is in danger.” 
Another young man is anxiously enquiring the way of 
salvation; and I trust he will find it in that blessed 
book, the Bible, which he is now reading. The Priest 
is publishing his lecture in the form of a tract for dis- 
tribution. 


EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. D. 
Bermondsey Operative Ausiliary. 

Oct. 1844.—Mr. W., walking with a person, a Ro- 
man Catholic, near the Convent, in Parker’s Row, the 
worship of the Virgin Mary was introduced. Mr. W. 
remarked that the Virgin was a good and holy woman, 
but who needed the mercy and love of God through 
Jesus, Christ as much as the rest of mankind, and he 
believed she obtained it and is now in glory; but to 
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suppose that she could be present in a thousand places 
at once, to hear the prayers which were offered to her, 
was not to be credited. No; it belonged only to the 
omnipresence of the Spirit of God: and asked the 
Roman Catholic if he believed she was present to hear 
his prayers. He answered that he did believe it; and 
remarked, that if a great favour was wanted from any 
great personage, the surest way to obtain that favour 
would be through the kind intercession of the mother 
of the individual. Mr. W. shewed Christ as the only 
intercessor, and remarked, that if even Mary could 
intercede for us, how are we to get to her? Mr. T. B. 
and Mr. 8. generally take about thirty tracts on a 
Sunday afternoon to distribute. They state, that in 
some instances the tracts are received very thankfully, 
but in other places they will not take them in. In one 
instance, a female standing at the door called us over, 
and asked if we were not the young men who generally 
came ona Sunday. We answered, yes. She then asked 
us for a tract, which, having received, she instantly 
tore it to pieces, and threw it away. We then told her 
very kindly, we were sorry for what she had done, and 
endeavoured to show her the evil of destroying that 
which might have done good elsewhere ; and, after some 
conversation, left her with the assurance that we should 
call again. Sometimes we have a crowd of persons 
round us, listening to what we have to say and asking 
us questions, but all behave very well. 


EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. B. 
General Operative Secretary. 


During this month three young men have applied to 
me, who have been almost persuaded to join the Romish 
Church from hearing controversial sermons by Romish 
priests, at C——a and L——n R——d chapels ; but, 
hearing of our opposition to the Church of Rome, they 
applied to me for information on the subject. I have 
spent many evenings with each of them answering their 
questions. I lent the Society books and tracts in re- 
futation of the false reasoning of the Romish priests 
and Romish controversial books; and, I am happy to 
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say, they have been more confirmed in Protestantism; 
and one of them has now become a visitor and tract 
distributor among Roman Catholics in Vauxhall, and is 
not only able to shew good reason for being a Protes- 
tant, but can also shew that the Romish doctrines are 
contrary to the Word of God. 

I have also circulated a great number of the Society’s 
publications, which are now read with great interest by 
the operatives, both Protestant and Roman Catholie. 
I am quite certain that they have done, and by God's 
blessing will continue to do, an immense deal of good, 
by confirming Protestants and converting Roman Catho- 
lics. I am fully convinced, by the interviews I have 
had with Protestants, that many of them have been 
brought to think more seriously about religion, and 
ultimately become converted by attending the Reforma- 
tion Society’s meetings. 


REFORMATION SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


Interesting meetings have been held at Portsea, 
Southampton, Ryde, and Reading, during the last 
month, in the country, and at various districts in town. 
At Ryde two priests. are busy making proselytes; and 
according to a statement of the Rev. Mr. Wade, the 
curate, they succeed, not certainly by spiritual means. 
The Rey. A. Hewitt of St. James’s is about to deliver 
lectures to his people on the errors ef the Romish 
Church. 

At Portsea the priest is raising money for a larger 
Romish chapel. In the able minister of St. John’s, he 
has a firm and accomplished opponent. 


All Communications for the Editor to be addressed to the 
Reformation Society Office, 8, Exeter Hail. 
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XV. Firry Mortves for not being a 
Roman Catholic. Price 3d. 

A Manuav of the RomisH Conrro- 

versy. Price 3d. 

The Voice of the Binz ; or the Serip- 

tures against Romanism. Price 2d. 

The Nunnery, or Popery exposed in 

her Tyranny. Price 1d. 

The whole of the foregoing Tracts may 

be had in one vol. price 3s. cloth. 


CuristiaN Docrring, which treats of 
the Catholic Church. Price 2d. 

A Brier Rerty to “A Sure Way to 
find out the True Religion, by the 
late Rev. T. Baddeley, a Roman 
Catholic priest,” by a Member of the 
Reformed Catholic Church. Price 6d 

The Form of CONSECRATING CHURCHES 
aceording to the Ritual of the Church 
of Rome. Price 2d. 

The Rev. J.Cummine’s Rzrry to a 
Lecture delivered by, Rev. T. Sisk, 
Roman Catholic priest, in the Town 
Hall, Woolwich. Price 2d. 

The Proresrant Carzcuism. By Rev. 
T. Bagot, B.D. Price 6d. 

Suorr Appresszs to the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Chelsea. By Capt. F. E. V. 
Harcourt, R.N. Price 2s. per 100. 

Suorrt Tracts on Transubstantiation— 
the Sacrifice of the Mass—Purga- 
tory, and Prayers for the Dead— 
Invocation of Saints and Angels— 
Image Worship—The Rule of Faith, 
and the Hostility of the Romish 
Church to God’s written word. 3d 
each, or 1s. per 100. 

DownsivE Discussion between Rev. 
E. Tottenham, B.D. and Rev, J. 
Brown, Roman Catholic priest. 
Price 6s. bds. ’ 

HammersmitH Discussion, between 
Rev. J. Cumming and D. French, 
Esq. Price 8s. bds. 


Sold at the Society’s Office, 8, Exeter Hall, Strand, London. ‘Also by Nisper, 
Berners-street; HatTcHARD, Piccadilly: Srevry, Fleet-street; and SHAW, 


Southampton-row. 
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